Solid Bar Compositions Containing Superior Abrasives

	Compound Grade
	Abrasive 

Type
	Binder 

Content
	Product Colour
	Hardness
	Type of 

Metal
	Type 

of Buff
	Degree of Cut (metal removal)
	Degree of Colour (brightness)
	Description & Application

	TRIPOLI GRADES

	Tripomax E
	Blended natural Tripoli
	M
	Brown
	Medium
	Non-ferrous
	Ventilated cotton & stitched buffs including G.P. cottons
	7
	7
	General purpose cut and polish for flatware

	Tripomax Super
	Special natural Tripoli
	M
	Light Brown
	Medium
	Non-ferrous
	Ventilated cotton & stitched buffs including G.P. cottons
	8
	9
	Very best Tripoli compound. Produces excellent finish & clarity.  Fully saponifiable

	CUT-DOWN / BRUSHING GRADES

	2464 Abramax
	Medium Fused Alumina
	M
	Grey
	Hard / Firm
	Ferrous
	Treated & untreated sisal buffs
	8
	5
	A cutting/brushing compound for first stage buffing process to remove 180/220 abrasive lines

	CUT AND COLOUR GRADES

	Sunblue


	Medium calcined alumina
	L
	Blue
	Hard / Medium 
	All metal types
	Stitched cotton or ventilated buffs or soft treated buffs
	6
	8
	Finishing product for Stainless or cutting and colouring product for all other metal types

	GlomaxYellow
	Medium/fine calcined alumina
	L
	Yellow
	Medium
	All metal types. Plastics & veneers
	Untreated sisal & sisal/cloth blended including ventilated & stitched cotton buffs
	8
	7
	Medium cut & colour compound. Very clean in use, minimal residues, easy to clean

	Maxfin
	Special calcined alumina
	L
	Light green
	Hard / Firm
	All metal types
	Untreated sisal buffs. Mill treated & untreated ventilated & stitched cotton buffs
	7
	8
	Unique cut & colour compound for all round performance. To remove 360/400 abrasive lines

	Nico Pink

	Blended calcined alumina
	M
	Pink
	Medium
	All metal types
	Graded cotton in full disc for stitched & unstitched buffs
	5
	9
	Finishing bar with some cut. Greasier than Chromax Super

	Chromax Super
	Very fine calcined alumina
	L
	White
	Hard / Firm
	All metal types
	Graded cotton in full disc for stitched & unstitched buffs
	4
	9
	Final white finishing compound provides fine lined finish with good reflectivity on all metals. Excellent preparation for Rouge bars

	Chromax Green
	Very fine calcined alumina
	L 
	Green
	Firm
	Ferrous
	Cotton or sisal 
	5
	8
	Very good finishing product for all wheels, especially within the stainless and medical industry

	Mirrormax
	Calcined alumina
	M
	White
	Medium
	All metal types
	Calico
	3
	10
	Ultra fine finishing compound for use on soft cotton buff

	SPECIAL APPLICATION COMPOUNDS

	Plastimax
	Super fine calcined aluminas
	L
	Cream
	Medium
	Plastics & veneers
	Soft, fine, ventilated & unstitched full disc buff
	2
	8
	Super fine, soft abrasive compound for final finishing of plastics, polyester lacquers, acrylic & wood

	Starmax SF
	Ultra-fine iron oxide Rouge powder
	L
	Dark red
	Medium
	Brass, gold, silver, platinum
	Very soft, fine, unstitched cotton & chamois leather buffs
	1
	10
	Ultra-fine Rouge finishing compound, providing a scratch-free finish with high reflectivity. Some free grease.


	Abrasive Types:
	Types of Metal:

	Tripoli
	A soft abrasive normally used on non-ferrous metals
	Ferrous 
	Refers to steel or stainless steel or any metal containing iron

	Calcined Alumina 
	A hard abrasive, many different grades of hardness and particle sizes. Used on both ferrous and non-ferrous metals
	Non-Ferrous 
	Refers to any metal which does not contain iron such as brass, aluminium and copper

	Fused Alumina 
	A very hard and tough abrasive, normally used on ferrous metals
	
	

	Binder Content:
	Type of Buff:

	H
	High binder content necessary for heavy cutting operations (high metal removal). The binder is used to hold the abrasive particles onto the buff face
	Sisal
	Used for high metal removal on ferrous metals

	M
	Medium binder content is normal for compounds used for medium metal removal but results in good brightness
	Calico
	Used for all applications except where very high metal removal is needed

	L
	Low binder content for finishing compounds, giving high brightness and clean components
	
	

	Hardness:
	Cut & Colour Index – 1 = lowest  10 = highest

	Hard grades
	Usually have lower binder contents and are used for finishing
	10 : 1
	Highest cut/lowest colour - rapid metal removal, semi-bright/lined finish

	Soft grades
	Have high binder contents to help mop retention for cutting operations
	1 : 10
	Lowest cut/highest colour - minimal metal removal, fully bright/mirror finish

	
	
	Note:
The degrees of cut and colour are assessed on non-ferrous metal in the case of Tripoli
formulations and on ferrous metals in the case of fused and calcined alumina.
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